______THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
The Raids of July
In July the enemy attacks were largely concen-
trated on our ports and coastal shipping, but inland
objectives were not entirely neglected. On July 4 a
fairly heavy attack was made on Portland, where a
small auxiliary vessel was hit and set on fire, a tug
and a lighter sunk, and some buildings damaged;
eleven civilians were killed. Then, in the daylight
raids, the enemy's losses began to mount. On July 10
fourteen German aircraft were destroyed and twenty-
three others severely damaged, and on the following
day twenty-two were shot down, a number of others
being damaged. A new record was set up on July 25,
when twenty-eight enemy machines were destroyed
around our coasts at a cost of five of our own mach-
ines and only three pilots. Then, on July 29, came the
big raid on Dover harbour and an air battle in which
twenty-one German aircraft were destroyed for the
loss of a single British fighter. The German version
of the affair was that they lost three aircraft and we
fifteen and that four ships in the harbour were so
badly damaged that they could be regarded as lost.
Actually, the engagement was a disastrous failure for
the Luftwaffe.
The Intensified Attacks in August
In an interview with Karl von Weygand, the
American journalist, on July 28, Field Marshal
Goring stated that the raids so far conducted against
Britain were only 'armed reconnaissances' and that
he was awaiting Herr Hitler's order to attack
England seriously. In August the weight of the
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